
BLT Meeting Minutes
February 9, 2010
3:30pm – 5:00pm

Attendees:

Linda Cutler, Bobby Mullins, Phil Crocker, Carrie Wheeler, Margaret Bolger, Lisa Bogen, Kathy Bledsoe, Lisa Reeves, Shirley Rybock, Bev Clonch, Laura Thomas, Rich Conner, Patrick Johnson
Each individual in the group introduced themselves to Kathy Bledsoe.  Kathy has committed to act as interim principal until the end of the year, or until Beverly Raines returns from medical leave.
Minutes:

Phil motioned, and Lisa B. seconded to approve the January, 2010 meeting minutes as recorded by Margaret.
Spectrum Update:
Phil and Carrie brought Kathy up to date on the recent actions of the BLT in regards to the Spectrum student placement and advanced learning delivery concerns.  
Kathy has spoken to Bob Vaughn (Head of Advanced Learning at Seattle School District) regarding our particular situation.  He reaffirmed that Lawton is the Spectrum designated school in our reference area, and all the other schools are ALO schools.  If Lawton was to give up its Spectrum designation, one of the other schools in our “cluster” would have to take over that designation.  From what Kathy has seen so far, she feels that our inclusion Spectrum model, with blended pull out programs is working very well.  In her experience, ALO programs are a large commitment and a lot of extra work for the staff.  

The main concern is that each child, Spectrum or General Ed, is being taught to their ability, no matter what the name of our program might be. 
It is important to communicate to the parents that the BLT and the Lawton staff has spent many hours researching and discussing this matter, taking many factors and parent concerns into consideration. 

Action Item:
Kathy will draft a description of the “District Sponsored Spectrum Program” at Lawton that can be posted to the website and/or newsletter.  This description will be reviewed by Bob Vaughn and Patrick Johnson, then will be brought to the staff meeting for review, and then to the BLT before being sent out to the parent community.
Rainy Day Recess Safety Concerns:

Kathy has already reviewed the Rainy Day Recess concerns and has all details worked out for a predictable procedure.
Action Item:    Kathy will write a statement to be posted in the newsletter and/or website, describing to the Rainy Day Recess procedure to the parent community.  This will state where the children in each grade level are to be, and the required supervisors on each level of the school.
Student Handbooks:

Kimball and Laura have completed the updated Student Handbook.  A hard copy has been sent home with each new and kindergarten student.  The Student Handbook is also posted on the website.
After-school Clubs:
Laura has sent informational packets to outside vendors who provide after school clubs at Lawton.  This includes information on the need to acquire a business license and insurance in order to continue to provide their services in our school. Currently all schools handle their clubs in different ways.   Ron English is reviewing the afterschool club policies district wide, and will be providing all elementary schools with consistent standards on how to run their clubs.   These standards should be available for review sometime during the second semester of this school year.  

 Bev asked Patrick Johnson if Ron will accept input from parents on what these standards may consist of, and Patrick said he will check with Ron to see if he is open to this.  
Action Item:    Patrick Johnson will let the Lawton BLT know if it is acceptable to contact Ron English regarding input on how the standardized after school club policies are written.

Review of Music Program:
It was brought to the attention to the BLT that it might be constructive to get parent (and student) input regarding how the music program is functioning so far.  Kathy suggested that we invite Mrs. Cooper to a meeting to get her thoughts and perspective before any formal survey is considered.
Action Item:    Invite Mrs. Cooper to an upcoming  BLT meeting.  Bev, can you arrange this?
Next Meeting:

Tuesday, March  16th at 3:30 pm
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