Lawton Elementary PTA

Board Meeting Minutes

November 10, 2009

Attendance: Britta Bowman, Marla Master, Jenasys Newton, Deana Metteer, Kirsten Dumo, Lisa Balsam, Kimball Mullins, Melissa Denke, Julie Keaton

Guests: Laura Thomas, Connie Olson, Emily Fuller (Seattle Parks Dept)

Minutes: Britta moved to approve the minutes from October 6, 2009 Board meeting.  Kimball seconded and all in favor.

Presidents’ Report (Melissa and Kimball)

Staff Liaison – Laura Thomas (Lawton Secretary) will begin attending PTA Board meetings as the new Staff Liaison.

Internet Access – The question has arisen whether the PTA would benefit from having access to the Internet at school.  It would need to be a district approved Dell workstation.  Kimball will email Matt re a meeting to discuss this.  Also need to ask him to look at the banking computer.

Tree Update – Need volunteers Wednesday, 11/25 to help unload trees between 9-11am.  300 trees, $40-$75.  Get a schedule of volunteers to the janitor.  Will have access to the school to use the bathrooms but volunteers will need to take off their shoes.

Vice-Presidents’ Report (Deana and Lisa)

Questionnaire – A parent from John Hay has created a questionnaire to gather data re the number of families worried about siblings being placed if different schools.  Melissa’s concern is that sending this questionnaire out may cause more alarm among parents.  She believes the district is gathering this same type of data already and sibling priority is being addressed.  On the other hand, we should be supportive of other schools in our cluster.  We could send it out but make it clear that we, the PTA Board members, do not endorse it and that it’s coming from a concerned parent at John Hay.  Lisa will email to questionnaire to Kimball who will then send it to the room parents for distribution.

Kindergarten Tours – Connie Olson reports:

Given assignment plan parents won’t necessarily be “shopping” for schools this year so don’t need to have as many tours as in previous years.  Enrollment forms are due at the end of February.  The budget for K Tours is $200.  Could have 2 open houses in January and 2 in February to show parents the building. Connie will find out what other schools are doing and set up a meeting with Principal Raines. An evening open house will be scheduled for Thursday, Feb 4.  Ideas discussed included having Spectrum reps as well as a panel of parents, Board members, BLT members at the meeting for a question/answer social in the library (check with Kathy Dial). It would be nice to have staff too.  Connie will touch base with Marla re childcare needs.  Daytime open houses should be on Fridays so parents can see our assemblies.

Upper Field Playground – Emily Fuller reports:

December 9th there will be a public meeting at Lawton, 7pm re the improvements for the upper playground. Construction would be least intrusive over the summer. Emily will come back January 21, 2010 to speak at our General meeting.  The money for this project is coming from the Parks and Green Spaces Levy as well as, hopefully, a neighborhood-matching grant.

Staff Liaison – (Laura Thomas)

Music Concert Dates


December 8 – K-1 concert at 6:30


December 10 – Instrumental Music


December 8-11 Secret Garden book fair


December 15 – Assembly at 1:45 with Mr. Reddy and Ms. Misner’s classes performing.

For the evening performances Ms. Cooper would like 1-2 parents per class to keep students in their classrooms until their performance time.

School Closed – on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

Grant Committee – Principal Raines is working with the Grant Committee to obtain a “Smart Board.”  It’s a white board that works with the computer.  Also looking into “Brian Pop” a computer program.

Special Assembly – for Mr. Hubbard on November 20th at 9:15am.

After School Clubs – Principal Raines and Laura are meeting with attorney, Ron English with regard to whether after-school clubs should be run by the school or the PTA.  The District is being strict about building usage, requiring that everyone pay to use the building.  There are also issues with teachers bring paid exactly for the hours they work and Laura and Principal Raines do not want to be responsible for signing off on teachers’ hours.

Treasurer Report – (Kirsten Dumo)

Budget – distributed to the Board members

Move-a-thon – Kirsten will report final numbers to Marla for the newsletter

Tree Sales – Kimball, Britta, and Kirsten will meet to discuss credit card payments for Tree sales.

Fundraising Report (Casino Night) (Kirsten Dumo)

· March 13 at the Space Needle.  

· “Las Vegas 98199. Everyone’s a Winner”

· Gaming accounting has to be separate from Fundraising Accounting

· No auctioneer. Two parents to run the “Raise the Paddle.”

· Elvis Impersonator

· Desserts-Nancy Knoll

· No Silent auction

· Procuring prizes for the winners

Enrichment Report per Lisa Reeves email to Melissa Denke

· Mosaics will be up in Commons November 23

· Art card forms going home this week

· Won Ldy Paye, African drummer, dancer and storyteller is available in January for two-week artist in residence.  He will work with Ms. Cooper in her classroom Jan 4-15.  Lisa is just awaiting Principal Raines’ okay.

Commons Update Melissa Denke

The Denkes are purchasing sound equipment and organizing the 3-day installation.  Proposal is to repurpose current speakers to save money.  Hopefully approved and in place by the Winter Concert. 

Vice President’s Report (Cont’d…)

Jenasys Newton is stepping down from her volunteer responsibilities.  Deana has been working to find replacements.  

· Simone Whitehead will take over the Birthday Board for the month of December.  Then need to find someone else.

· Community Outreach, assistant to Laura

· Math Night needs a Chair; it is not Mark Miller as printed in the directory.

· Paper Drive will be the week of Dec 8-11

11:25am - Meeting Adjourned
Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by,

Julie Keaton

Recording Secretary

