Lawton Elementary PTA

Summer Retreat

Monday, August 31, 2009

Minutes

Attendance:  Kimball Mullins, Lisa Balsam, Kirsten Dumo, Britta Bowman, Melissa Denke, Deana Metteer, Marla Master, Julie Keaton.  Guest: Lisa Moore (SSIA)

President’s Report (Melissa and Kimball)


Spirit Gear – Lawton parent, Elaine McNabb, owns embroidering company.  Parents can order online.  Deliveries 2-3 times/year.  Marla is working on the graphic design.  Marla and Deana will advertise.  Kimball will follow up with Elaine re. fundraising component, whether we can have two designs for parents to choose from, and whether we can have prototypes at the Welcome Back BBQ.


Standing Rules and Job Descriptions – Distributed


PTA Checking Account – Kimball Mullins, Melissa Denke and Kirsten Dumo will be signers on the account.

Principal’s Report

Melissa and Kimball have both been in contact with the new Principal, Beverly Raines.


New Staff – Grade 1, Jenifer Rudisill





Grade 2, Kim Crosser





Grade 5, to be hired





PE, ½ time teacher assigned


Kindergarten – Slow start will happen. Website needs to be updated.  Marla will post sign on school doors with start time of school and New Student Orientation Tuesday, 9/8/09 at 1:30.  Sign will also invite parents to email the PTA to get on email distribution.

SSIA – Lisa Moore
· How can SSIA support Lawton’s goals this year?

· SSIA needs help increasing awareness of this group in schools

· Topics schools can collaborate on such as:



-School Fundraising – coordinate 






schedules/auctions



-How to get parents to attend meetings

· Beverly Raines will be a part of the SSIA Board this year.

· SSIA Tutors-Teacher assessments and then tighter referral process. Build stronger relationships between students and tutors.

· Sherine Tully will be working through SSIA this year and have maximum hours allowed be at Lawton

· Arts Partnership-idea for schools in cluster to share ideas for art in the schools.  Assemblies, field trips, drama classes. Perhaps have Center students earn community service hours running art workshops over mid-winter break. 

· Need Lawton parent rep for SSIA Board, preferably parent of a younger student.  Marla will put this in the newsletter.

· SSIA donation from Lawton PTA – worked into general budget.

Presidents’ Report cont’d…


Principal’s letter – Marla will email Beverly a few questions about herself and write this up for the newsletter.


Staff Breakfast – Wednesday, September 2 at 8:30am.  Britta will go to Costco to get breakfast items.


Packet Stuffing – Tuesday, September 8 at 9am. 540 copies of everything.


Orientation – Tuesday, September 8 at 1:30pm. Melissa, Kimball, Lisa, Deana, Julie, and Marla will be at orientation. Deana and Lisa will bring coffee and cookies.  Julie and Marla will check people in, Marla, Adam and Justin will tour new students grades 1-5.


New Parent Tea – Wednesday and Thursday 9:15am in the library.


2009/2010 Calendar (see attached) – 

· Paper Drive – Deana will ask Laura Thomas re need for Fall and Spring paper drive and schedule. Deana will ask Danella Anderson re chairing the paper drives

· Sally Foster due date – Deana will get this to Kimball

· Picture Day on school calendar for Oct 7 & 8.  Marla will call Susan Ewbank

· Move-a-thon packets need to get out early.  Lisa and Deana will talk to Sandra Valdivia. Suggested hand out date is 9/21 with due date of 10/30

· WASL dates and ice cream party TBD

· PTA Board meetings 2nd Tuesday of month, 9:15-11:15am

· Bingo, March 18. Deana will buy Sally Foster prizes to give as Bingo prizes

· 5th grade promotion, June 17th
· Visiting Author – schedule for week of Feb 8th
· Young Author – try to schedule for soon after VA. Kimball will check dates with Kathy Dial

· General Meeting, October 22. Will have Julie Metzger as the speaker. Kimball will ask Blaine PTA if they would like to share the speaker. Deana and Lisa will set up the coffee and treats.

Note: Nicole Ashford is in charge of the website.  As a Board it was decided not to have our phone numbers on the website.


PTA and Principals Breakfast – Kimball attended.  See attached update.  Kimball motioned that Lawton PTA donate $1,000 to the Operations Levy.  Deana seconded and all in favor. Kimball will put the binder of PTA reference materials in the PTA Box in the office.


Archives – Marla will create a CD of archived newsletters that will be kept in the recording secretary’s binder.


Reflections Art Contest – deadline is November 20th.  Marla will put in newsletter


PTA Volunteer Coordinator – Kimball met with Suzy.  The PTA Board will take over all PTA related job duties. Suzy will continue to handle teacher-specific requests as well as library, music volunteers, recruiting and managing outside volunteers, tracking volunteer hours and running background checks on volunteers. Kimball revised the “Lawton Needs You” form that solicits volunteers for PTA committees.

Treasurer’s Report – (Kirsten Dumo)


Kirsten and Melissa are meeting 9/10/09


Board voted today $1000 to Levy and voted unanimously via email on August 21, 2009 (attached) to provide $800 for Kathy Dial to purchase materials for struggling readers.


Rugs – The area rugs in the downstairs classrooms are not getting cleaned.  Kimball made a motion that the PTA allocate $300 to purchase a steam cleaner the teachers can use on their rugs. Lisa seconded and all approved.  Britta will look at steam cleaners at Costco today.


SSIA - $750 donation approved in general budget. Can pay now.


Brown Bear Fundraiser – under fundraising chair, Jenasys


Audit – Julie, Marla, and Kirsten will audit the Treasurer books Nov 4, 7-9pm at Kirsten’s house.

Vice-Presidents’ Report – (Lisa and Deana)


Committee Chair openings – working to fill. Marla will put openings in newsletter.


T-Shirts – Marla will have a design done so we can order prototypes to have at the Welcome Back BBQ.  


Welcome Back BBQ – Kimball will talk to BBQ chairs re staffing a table selling Brown Bear car wash tickets at the BBQ. Children with free and reduced lunch will get dinner tickets ahead of time for their whole family.  Everyone else will purchase these same tickets at the bbq.


PTA Membership – Kimball will contact Ramona about getting PTA membership cards this year and about sending a brief “thank you” note to PTA members.


Room Parent Training – room parents need to gain a better understanding of their responsibilities:

· To communicate closely with their teacher and understand their responsibilities.

· Facilitate classroom art project to be sold at spring fundraiser

· Assist Staff Appreciation co-chairs in May

· Gather volunteers from their classroom for school events, e.g., BBQ, Move-a-thon, field trips.

· Organize class gifts for teachers

· Classroom specific events, e.g., camp for 5th graders


Auction/Spring Fundraiser – need to coordinate a fundraising party in the Fall to begin discussing Spring Fundraiser


Volunteers – “Lawton Needs You” forms going home in first day of school packets.  Parents can put them in box on front office desk. 

Commons Update

Storage shelving up on sidewalls of stage.  Mosaics not up yet.

Meeting adjourned 1:15

Minutes respectfully submitted by,

Julie Keaton

Recording Secretary
