Softlife After School Classes

                                            Fall Quarter

     Hello, My name is Coco Howard. For those families who are unfamiliar with me I am an artist and teacher working in the Seattle area, and I am dedicated to bringing the concept of DIY art, craft, and design into the lives of young people ( you can find out more about my work at http://www.softlifeindustry.com/, and  http://softlifeindustry.blogspot.com/ ) 

This year, I will be offering two classes directly after school in room 209. Classes will begin at 3:15 and end at 4:15, and will commence on Tuesday, October 6th and Thursday, October 8th. Fall quarter will run for ten weeks. Class will be held directly after school on early release days. The cost for the ten week session is 125.00, which includes materials. Please send a small snack for your child if you feel they need one. The classes I am offering are as follows:

Tuesdays: Basic creature making class. $125.00

                  Students will learn basic sewing and needle felting techniques which they will use to create creatures, dolls, and animals of their own design. I will always have examples of my own work on hand as well as specific projects that the students can replicate, but everyone will be welcomed and encouraged to make their own “guys” in their own ways. My goal is always to serve as a facilitator of the unique creative vision of each child.

Thursdays: Handmade plush business class. $125.00 plus a design sketchbook supplied by home.

In this class students will design one or more plush characters and then go on to create a “company” identity, logo, and tags, and determine a price for their items. Once they are satisfied with their designs I will take their creations to Snowmonkey’s House of Monsters on Capitol Hill (http://www.snowmonkeyshouse.com/), where they will be sold on consignment. The students will receive 70% of the sale price of their plush, once it sells.

         This class is a pilot for a program that I am interested in launching nationally, wherein kids make plush toys to sell to other kids( and adults!) , thereby learning a little small business acumen and joining the DIY handmade craft movement. I encourage you all to attend Plush You! this year in Seattle on October ninth and tenth.  It is an annual plush toy showcase
featuring plush artists from all over the country. Go to  http://plushyou2.com/ for more information.
          I do ask that children under fourth grade who did not take classes with me last year, take the basic creature making class first to get their sewing skills down. They can then take this class in the winter quarter.

If your child is interested in attending any of the above classes, please email me at softlife@mac.com to reserve a space, Checks should be made out to Germaine Howard and can be dropped off with Mr. Howard in room 209, or brought with your child on the first day of class. 
